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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to the Amendment filed on September 1 , 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 10-15 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brown 
et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,685,985. 

Regarding Claim 10, Brown discloses a fluid filter diverter assembly comprising: first and 
second sides spaced from one another; a first material and a second material supported on the 
first material, the second material defining at least a portion of the first side (Col. 10, Line 64 - 
Col. 1 1 , Line 5); and a filter media (Fig. 6, #21 1, 212) secured to the second side, the first side 
having a first wall (#238) defining an enclosed aperture with a hole (#230) extending from the 
enclosed aperture to the second side, and the second material providing the first wall and a 
second wall, the second wall (#239) on the first side and outside of the enclosed aperture and 
the first wall. 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Brown discloses that the first material is a plastic and the second 
material is an elastomer (Col. 5, Lines 27-31). 

Regarding Claim 12, Brown discloses that the filter media (#211, 212) defines a central 
opening (#228) and the second side includes a center tube (#222) provided by the first material 
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(Col. 50-53) at least partially within the central opening, the first material providing a base with 
the filter media secured to the base (Col. 10, Line 64 - Col. 11, Line 5), and the center tube 
extending from the base to provide a unitary structure. 

Regarding Claim 13, Brown discloses that the first wall is cylindrical (Fig. 8) and defines 
an aperture (#230) with an edge of the first wall defined by the second material. 

Regarding Claim 14, Brown discloses a fluid filter diverter assembly comprising: first and 
second sides spaced from one another; a first material and a second material supported on the 
first material, the second material defining at least a portion of the first side (Col. 10, Line 64 - 
Col. 1 1 , Line 5); and a filter media (Fig. 6, #21 1, 212) secured to the second side, the first side 
having a first wall (#238) defining an enclosed aperture with a hole (#230) extending from the 
enclosed aperture to the second side, and the second material defining at least a portion of the 
first wall, wherein the second material defines a side wall (#239) spaced from the first wall, and 
the second material defining a central wall (Fig. 8, #264) arranged between the first wall and the 
side wall. 

Regarding Claim 15, Brown discloses that the second material is adhered to the first 
material (Col. 5, Lines 11-16). 

Regarding Claim 22, Brown discloses that an adhesive is arranged on the second side 
with the filter media embedded in the adhesive (Col. 5, Lines 1 1-16). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brown. 

Regarding Claim 1, Brown discloses a fluid filter assembly comprising: a housing (Fig 6, 
#200, 201) having an end and defining a cavity; a diverter arranged within the cavity and 
including first and second sides with the first side proximate to the end, the diverter including a 

* 

base having a first wall (#238) on the first side, the first wall in sealing engagement with the end 
around an opening (#230), the base including a first material and the first wall including a 
second material different than the first material and which is supported on the second material 
(Col. 10, Line 64 - Col. 1 1 , Line 5), and a second wall (#239) on the first side engaging the end 
and provided by the second material; and a filter media (#21 1,212) having a portion supported 
by the second side, the second wall fluidly separated from the opening by the first wall and the 
filter media. Although Brown does not disclose tubes in fluid communication with the cavity, it 
would have been obvious to provide tubes to provide a connection between the filter and the 
engine. 

Regarding Claim 2, Brown discloses that the first wall is cylindrical (Fig. 8) and defines 
an aperture (#230) with an edge of the first wall in sealing engagement with the end of the 
housing. 

Regarding Claim 3, Brown discloses that the diverter includes a hole (slots between 
#264) extending between the first and second sides and in fluid communication with the 
aperture and the opening. 

Regarding Claim 4, Brown discloses that the second material defines at least a portion 
of the first side including the edge of the first wall (Col. 10, Line 64 - Col. 1 1 , Line 5). 

Regarding Claim 5, Brown discloses a fluid filter assembly comprising: a housing (Fig 6, 
#200, 201) having an end and defining a cavity; a diverter (#238, 239) arranged within the cavity 
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and including first and second sides with the first side proximate to the end, the diverter 
including a first wall (#238) in the first side and in sealing engagement with the end of the 
housing, wherein the first wall defines an aperture with an edge of the first wall in sealing 
engagement with the end of the housing, wherein the diverter includes a first material and a 
second material secured to the first material, the second material defining at least a portion of 
the first side including the edge of the first wall (Col. 1 0, Line 64 - Col. 1 1 , Line 5), wherein the 
second material defines a side wall (#239) spaced from the first wall and in engagement with 
the end of the housing; and a filter media (#21 1 ,212) having a portion supported by the second 
side. Although Brown does not disclose tubes in fluid communication with the cavity, it would 
have been obvious to provide tubes to provide a connection between the filter and the engine. 

Regarding Claim 6, Brown discloses a fluid filter assembly comprising: a housing (Fig 6, 
#200, 201) having an end and defining a cavity; a diverter (#238, 239) arranged within the cavity 
and including first and second sides with the first side proximate to the end, the diverter 
including a first wall (#238) in the first side and in sealing engagement with the end, wherein the 
first wall defines an aperture with an edge of the first wall in sealing engagement with the end of 
the housing, wherein the diverter includes a first material and a second material secured to the 
first material, the second material defining at least a portion of the first side including the edge of 
the first wall (Col. 10, Line 64 - Col. 11, Line 5), wherein the second material defines a central 
wall (Fig. 8, #264) extending away from the first wall and in engagement with the end of the 
housing; and a filter media (#211,212) having a portion supported by the second side. Although 
Brown does not disclose tubes in fluid communication with the cavity, it would have been 
obvious to provide tubes to provide a connection between the filter and the engine. 

Regarding Claim 7, Brown discloses that the filter media includes a central opening 
(#228) with the first tube offset from the central opening, the end supporting a second tube 
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(#214) in fluid communication with the cavity, and the filter media arranged between the first and 
second tubes. 

Regarding Claim 9, Brown discloses that the base supports the filter media (Fig. 6) with 
the first wall comprising a gasket supported by the base (Col. 10, Line 64 - Col. 11, Line 5), the 
base extending radially outward beyond the filter media (Fig. 8). 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown in view of 
Schwandt et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,085,915. 

Regarding Claim 8, Brown discloses that the housing includes a case (#200) defining the 
end and a cover (#201) opposite the end secured to the vase but does not disclose a third tube. 
Schwandt teaches a fluid filter assembly comprising a housing including a cover (#24) 
supporting a tube (#88). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Brown with the element of Schwandt in order to exhaust or drain fluid from the filter cartridge 
(Col. 3, Lines 13-18). 

Regarding Claim 12, Brown discloses that the filter media (#21 1,212) defines a central 
opening (#228) and the second side includes a center tube (#222) at least partially within the 
central opening, the first material providing a base with the filter media secured to the base (Col. 
10, Line 64 - Col. 11, Line 5) but does not disclose that the base and the center tube form a 
unitary structure. Schwandt teaches a fluid filter assembly comprising a center tube (Fig. 3, 
#34) extending from a base (#36) to provide a unitary structure. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 1-15 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Brown teaches the first and second materials (Col. 10, Line 64 - Col. 11, Line 5) and the 
first (#238), second (#239), and central wall (#264) as claimed in the invention. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Yoon-Young Kim whose telephone number is (571) 272-2240. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30, Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda Walker can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 51 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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W. L. WALKER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 
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